First Look: Advancing America's Missile Defense Act of 2017 (HR 2912, 115th Congress)

Expands the capacity and capability of the ballistic missile defense system of the United States.

Updated last March 6, 2018
for the 06/15/2017 version of HR 2912.

WHAT IT DOES

The Advancing America's Missile Defense Act of 2017 directs the Missile Defense Agency (MDA) to use Department of Defense
(DOD) policies to accelerate the development, testing, and ﬁelding of the redesigned kill vehicle, the multi-object kill vehicle, the C3
booster, a space-based sensor layer, an airborne laser on unmanned aerial vehicles, and an additional missile defense site, including
the completion of any outstanding environmental impact statements for an additional missile defense site on the east coast or in the
midwest regions of the United States.
DOD shall, subject to National Missile Defense funding, increase the number of U.S. ground-based interceptors by 28.
The MDA shall report to Congress on:
1. infrastructure requirements to increase the number of ground-based interceptors at Missile Field 1 and Missile Field 2 at Fort
Greely to 20 ground-based interceptors each,
2. increasing the capacity of the ground-based mid-course defense element of the ballistic missile defense system,
3. the status of the integrated layers of missile defense radars, and
4. a revised missile defense testing campaign plan that accelerates the development and deployment of new missile defense
technologies.
DOD, by December 31, 2021, shall:
1. execute any requisite construction to ensure that such missile ﬁelds or alternative ﬁelds at Fort Greely are capable of supporting
and sustaining additional ground-based interceptors,
2. deploy 14 additional ground-based interceptors to ﬁeld 1 or an alternative ﬁeld at as soon as technically feasible, and
3. identify a ground-based interceptor stockpile storage site for a minimum of 14 ground-based interceptors.
The MDA shall develop, test, and deploy a highly reliable space-based missile defense sensor architecture for the ground-based
midcourse defense system that provides speciﬁed functions and capabilities.
The content for this First Look was authored by the Congressional Research Service.

SPONSORS

Sponsor: Don Young (R-AK-at large)
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This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. Please distribute widely but
give credit to Duke SciPol, linking back to this page if possible.
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